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Professor: Nicholas Denysenko, M. Div., Ph.D. 
Writing Instructor: Jessica Suver 
E-mail: ndenysen@lmu.edu 
Phone: 310.568.6235 
Office: Dr. Denysenko: UH 3764; Ms. Suver: UH 3231 
Office Hours: Dr. Denysenko: W, 10:00 a.m.—Noon; 1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.; and by appointment 
Ms. Suver: M, 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 
Class Meeting Time: T/H, 9:25-10:40 a.m., Foley Annex 165 

    
 

Course Description: As a first-year seminar course, this class explores the life and thought of the 
Catholic Church over the course of two millennia with attention to the scriptures and the basic 
Trinitarian structure of Catholic faith exemplified in the ancient symbol of the faith, the Creed.  The 
whole of the Creed is a constant for theology, which is “faith seeking understanding,” and thus it 
provides a coherent center for a historical understanding of theology.  In this course, the three main 
sections of the creed are explored through texts from three major historical phases: the Old Testament, 
the New Testament and early Church, and the medieval and modern periods, respectively. Students will 
learn to read different genres of theological sources in the Christian tradition, and, through reading, 
discussing and writing about these texts, will gain an introductory grasp of the discipline of theology.  
 
 
Required Texts:  

 
Custom Course Readings Packet to be purchased in class.  
 
Students will need access to an English translation of the Bible. Students without a Bible should use the 
following translation: 
 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/books-of-the-bible/index.cfm 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the Scriptures and the basic structure of the Catholic faith. 
 
2. Students will read primary source material in the Catholic intellectual tradition critically, closely, and 
with attention to genre, and they will demonstrate understanding of the questions and issues addressed 
by the materials. 
 
3. Students will locate sources, assimilate information, and evaluate ideas relevant to questions raised in 
the primary source material. 
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4. Students will develop skills in information literacy by learning a variety of theological literary genres 
and gaining proficiency in evaluating their authenticity. 
 
5. Students will communicate clearly and effectively in discussion and in writing concerning 
researchable questions and correlate these questions with the Catholic intellectual tradition.  
 
Course Requirements/Assessment/Policies 

 
Attendance: Students are required to attend each class session. Students needing to be excused 
from class must contact the professor before missing class. Beginning with the fourth 
unexcused absence, 1% will be deducted from the final grade.  
 
Class participation: 10% of total grade. Discussion of the readings and course material is 
essential to understanding. Each student is expected to have completed readings and 
assignments before the beginning of class and will be prepared to discuss them.  
 
Reflection and Analysis Papers: 35% of total grade. Students will write three five-page papers 
pertaining to assigned readings and course topics (10% of final grade for each critical analysis 
paper; 15% for the reflection paper which assesses information literacy skills). Two of the 
assignments will practice critical analysis, and the third paper will ask students to reflect on 
learning gleaned from an exercise in information literacy. The writing assignments have the dual 
role of assessing student proficiency in course material and helping students develop writing 
skills.  
 
The reflection paper assignment requires students to assess the authenticity and legitimacy of 
Catholic blogs commenting on Vatican II. In the reflection paper, students will compare and 
contrast the teachings of Vatican II learned from primary source readings and class discussion 
to the assessment offered on prominent Catholic blogs. The writing instructor will help 
students develop skills in composing reflection papers that demonstrate their assessment of a 
theological teaching in light of their evaluation of blog content. Additionally, each student is 
required to orally defend in class the conclusions of their information literacy reflection paper, 
limited to a maximum of two minutes. The reflection papers and presentations will build upon 
the skills developed from the information literacy assignments.  
 

Information Literacy Assignments: 10% of total grade. Information Literacy entails the ability 
to locate, evaluate, and use information effectively and ethically, developing the critical thinking 
skills that form the basis of lifelong learning. We will be spending some time in the course on 
information literacy as it relates to the study of the Catholic intellectual tradition. 

 
Information Literacy Learning Outcomes for FFYS 

 Be able to evaluate sources for quality (e.g., by learning to differentiate between scholarly 
and popular sources)  

 Acquire research skills including use of the library catalog and electronic databases to 
retrieve books or articles, whether in print or online 

  
Information Literacy Tutorial 
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During the course of the term students are required to work through the Lion’s Guide to 
Research & the Library tutorial which is made up of four online modules accessible through 
MyLMU Connect. Following each module you will take an online quiz on the material covered. 
The four quizzes may be taken only one time each. The modules and completion dates are:  

1. Starting Your Assignment (module & quiz) - complete by September 5 
2. Types of Information (module & quiz) - complete by September 10 
3. Finding and Evaluating Information (module & quiz) - complete by September 12 
4. Using Information Ethically (module & quiz) - complete by October 3 

Term Paper: 25% of total grade. Term papers will be written on a topic selected by students 
early in the semester. Students may choose a topic related to their interest in the course material 
or they can choose to further elaborate and develop a topic pertaining to the first or second 
critical analysis papers. Students will be expected to consult journal articles and academic books 
in researching their topic. Papers must be double-spaced, 7-13 pages, with a title sheet and 
bibliography.  
The final assignment will be submitted in three stages: 

 Students will submit an initial topic, bibliography, and thesis statement (due October 
10); 

 Students will submit a rough draft of their paper (due November 7); 
 Students will submit a final revision of their paper that reflects integration of suggested 

revisions from the professor and writing instructor, along with their own polishing of 
crucial points and arguments (due December 3). 

 
Final Exam Essay: 20% of total grade.  
 

E-mail Communication: 
 
At times I will communicate with the entire class using campus email systems, so it is essential that you 
regularly check your lion.lmu.edu email address or forward your lion account email to your preferred 
email address.  
 
Grading System: 
 
Total Percentage Letter Grade 
(At least) 93-100 A 
90-92.5 A- 
87-89.5 B+ 
83-86.5 B 
80-82.5 B- 
77-79.5 C+ 
73-76.5 C 
70-72.5 C- 
66-69.5 D 
65 and below F 
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Course Workload: 
 
In addition to attending each class session, students should expect to perform a minimum of six (6) 
hours of work related to this course each week. The six-hour minimum is consistent with LMU’s credit 
hour policy: 
 
http://www.lmu.edu/Assets/LMU+Credit+Hour+Policy_Final.pdf 
 
Expectations for Classroom Behavior: 
 
Students are expected to respect the professor and fellow students throughout class sessions. Please be 
courteous to one another, and refrain from interrupting speakers. Students are prohibited from using 
cell phones during class sessions. Laptops or tablets are allowed for taking notes and accessing assigned 
readings electronically. However, texting, tweeting, emailing, surfing the Web and updating Facebook is 
prohibited during class, and will result in dismissal and one (1) unexcused absence and the prohibition 
of laptops or tablets. Please see the LMU Student Affairs brochure Disruptive and Threatening Student 
Behavior for a complete definition of disruptive behavior in class.  
 
Academic Honesty: 
 
Academic dishonesty will be treated as an extremely serious matter, with serious consequences that can 
range from receiving no credit for assignments/tests to expulsion. It is never permissible to turn in any 
work that has been copied from another student or copied from a source (including Internet) without 
properly acknowledging the source. It is your responsibility to make sure that your work meets the 
standard of academic honesty set forth in the “LMU Honor Code and Process” which appears in the 
LMU Bulletin 2013-2014 (see 
http://www.lmu.edu/Assets/Academic+Affairs+Division/Registrar$!27s+Office/Bulletin/2013-
2014+University+Bulletin.pdf.) 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act:  
 
Students with special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act who need reasonable 
modifications, special assistance, or accommodations in this course should promptly direct their request 
to the Disability Support Services Office. Any student who currently has a documented disability 
(physical, learning, or psychological) needing academic accommodations should contact the Disability 
Services Office (Daum Hall Room 224, 310-338-4535) as early in the semester as possible. All 
discussions will remain confidential. Please visit http://www.lmu.edu/dss for additional information. 
 
Course Schedule 
 
DP=Sessions led by Disciplinary professor 
WI=Sessions led by Writing instructor 
 

 
Date Topic Reading Assignment 
T 08/27/13 Introductions,   
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DP Syllabus Review 
T 08/29/13 
DP 

First Creation Story Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 
Revelation (Dei Verbum) 
Genesis 1: 1-31  
 

 

T 09/03/13 
DP  

Second Creation 
Story and The Fall of 
Man 
Introduction to 
information literacy 
 

Genesis 2: 1-25  
Genesis 3: 1-18 
Information Literacy Module 1: 
Starting Your Assignment 

 

H 09/05/13 
DP 

Captivity & Passover: 
an active God 

Exodus 1-11 
Exodus 12-15  
Information Literacy Module 2: Types 
of Information  

Information Literacy 
Module 1 
assignment due 

T 09/10/13 
DP 

 Job: dialogue with 
God  

Job 1-13; 38-42 
Information Literacy Module 3: 
Finding and Evaluating Information 

Information Literacy 
Module 2 
assignment due 
Assignment of 
first critical 
analysis paper 

H 09/12/13 
WI 

Writing workshop: 
WI facilitates 
practicum on 
expressing reflection 
and analysis in 
written 
communication.  

In-class writing inventory. Information Literacy 
Module 3assignment 
due 
 

T 09/17/13 
 

No class: professor travel 

H 09/19/13 
DP 

Who is Jesus? Mark 1-8  
John 1:1-18 

First critical analysis 
paper due 

T 09/24/13 
DP 

Mark/Resurrection Mark 14-16   

H 09/26/13 
DP 

Paul’s letters Philippians 1-4   

T 10/01/13 
WI 

Writing workshop: 
developing a thesis, 
outline, and 
bibliography 

Information Literacy Module 4: Using 
Information Ethically 

Bring topic and 
thesis to class. 

H 10/03/13 
DP 

Creation and Sin 
The Paschal Mystery 

Athanasius, On the Incarnation  Information Literacy 
Module 4assignment 
due 
 

T 10 /08/13 
DP 

God’s response Athanasius, On the Incarnation Assignment of 
second critical 
analysis paper 

H 10/10/13 Baptism I Cyril of Jerusalem, Lectures on the Paper topic, 
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DP Christian Sacraments.  thesis, 
bibliography due. 

T 10/15/13 
DP  

Baptism II Cyril of Jerusalem, Lectures on the 
Christian Sacraments. 

Second critical 
analysis paper due 

H 10/17/13 
WI 

Writing workshop: WI facilitates working with students on developing rough 
drafts. 

T 10/22/13 
DP 

Medieval hagiography The major legend of St. Francis of 
Assisi (Bonaventure) 

 

H 10/24/13 
DP 

Medieval hagiography The major legend of St. Francis of 
Assisi (Bonaventure) 

 

T 10/29/13 
DP 

Scholastic Theology Summa Theologica, Thomas Aquinas 
(excerpts) 

 

H 10/31/13 
DP 

Luther Address to the German Nobility  

T 11/05/13 
DP 

Luther The Babylonian Captivity of the 
Church 

 

H 11/07/13 
DP 

Vatican II: Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium (Excerpts) Rough draft of term 
paper due 

T 11/12/13 
DP 

Vatican II: The 
Church and 
Modernity 

Gaudium et Spes  

H 11/14/13 
WI 

Writing workshop: WI facilitates working with students on revising rough 
drafts. 

T 11/19/13 
DP 

Vatican II: The 
Church and 
Modernity 

Gaudium et Spes  

H 11/21/13 
DP 

In Class information literacy exercise about Vatican II Reflection Paper 
Assignment 

T 11/26/13 
WI 

WI leads class workshop on writing reflection papers & 
editing term papers 

Reflection papers due 

H 11/28/13 Thanksgiving holiday 
T 12/03/13 
DP 

In-class student oral presentations on reflection papers  Final Term paper 
due 

H 12/05/12 
DP 

In-class student oral presentations on reflection papers and Final exam 
assignment 
 

 
 


